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price for wheat will continue and that the
fuvourable season with its bountiful rains
and warmbth encouraging the growth of
crops and grass, will coutinue and result in
a hountiful harvest for the State. I have
pleasure in supporting the motion.

On motion hy Hon, W, T. Glasheen, de-
kate adjourned.

House adjourned of 5.30 pom,
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The SPEAKER iook the Chair at 4.30
p.n., and vead prayers.

TEMPORARY CHATIRMEN OF
COMMITTEES.

My, SPEAKER: 1 desire to inform the
House that I have appointed the following
as temporary Chairmen of Committees for
the present session:—3r. E. H. Angelo
{Gascoyne), Mr. G. J. Lambert (Coolgardie)
and Mr. A, H. Panton (Menazies).

QUESTION—WHEAT, BULK
HANDLING.

A, GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Agrienlture: 1, Have the committee ap-
pointed by the Government eompleted thsir
inquiry into the question of bulk handling
of prain in Western Australia? 2, When
will the (lovernment make the report avail-
able? 3, Tf the full report is not likely to

be ready in the near future, will the in-
vestigations so far as carried out be made
available to those members of the House
who are keenly interested in the question$

The PREMIER (for the Minister for Ag-
rieulture replied: 1, No. 2, The investiga-
tions have not reached the stage when the
information available will be interesting to
members of the House.

QUESTION—CATTLE, EXPORTS TO
JAVA,

Mr, GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Agrieulture: 1, In view of the eable from
Weltevreden, Java, published in the **Daily
News’’ of the 4th June, 1929, stating **Cat-
tle for Java. Unfrustworthy certificates.
W.A. Imposts banned. The Duteh East
Indian Director for Agrieulture has pro-
hibited the imporfation of Australian cattle
in consequence of lung disease, and West-
ern Awustralian ccrtificates have officially
heen denounced as untrustworthy, ' has any
aetion been taken to prove or disprove this
alarming and damaging statement ahout onr
Stoek Department? 2, 1f no action has been
taken, does he intend the statement to go
nnchallenged, and have no steps laken to
remedy the position, should it be as the
Duteh authorities have stated?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for Ag-
riculture replied: 1, Yes, 2, Answered hy
No. 1. .

QUESTIONS (2)-—-RAILWAYS.
Boyup Brook-Cranbrook,

Mr. THOMSON asked the Premier: In
view of the serious problem of unemploy-
ment confronting the State, and as it is
hoperative that transport facilities be pro-
vided in the interests of settlers {o enable
them properly to develop their holdings, i<
it possible for the Government to anticipate
the Loan Estimates and immediately start
the Boyup Brook-Cranbrook suthorised
railway, thus providing work for men and a
long promised necessity for the settlers?

The PREMIER replied: Having regard
to the number of works required, it is oot
possible to anticipate the Losn Estimates
for any particular work. I have already ar-
ranged to receive a deputation with regard
to thig railway.
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Karlgarin,

Mr. BROWN asked the Premier: 1, When
do the Government interd to commence the
construction of the ratlway to Karlgarin'
2, In the event of the railway umot being
compleied in time for the 1929-30 harvest.
will the {iovernment establish a wheat damp
at Narvlgarin?

The PREMIER veplied: 1, When sulli-
vient progress has been made with the sar-
vey which is about to commence. 2, Tho
matter will receive consideration.

QUESTION—LAND TITLES OYFICE.

Mr. MANN asked the Minister for Jus-
tice: Will he cause the vanlfs at the Titles
Office and reecent additions to them to be
examined hy a health officer with a view Lo
ascertaining whether they are injurious to
the health of persons employed in them?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
No. The whele position as regards the
Tiiles Office is well known to the Govern-
ment and the provision of new premises is
under serious consideration.

QUESTION—TECHNICAL EDUCATION.
Appointment of Superintendent.

Mr. STUBBS asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Were applications called in Oec-
toher last for the position of Superinten-
dent of Technical Education? 2, Was any
appointment made? 3, 1f not, what is the
reasen lov the delay in making an appoint-
ment?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied: 1,
Yes, 2, Yes. 3, Answered by No. 2,

QUESTION— “‘WHITE CITY.”

Mr. DAVY asked the Premier: Isit the
intention of the Government to perpetuate
““White City’’ hy turning if inte a parking
area’?

The PREMIER veplied: The Government
fail to understand how “White City” ean
be perpetuated if it is converted to a better
use. In any ease, the Government have no
Jurisdiction over its legitimate use, as the
area is vested in the State Gardens Board.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.

On motion by the ’remnier, ordered: That
the House, unless otherwise ordered, shall
meet for the despatch of business on Tues-
days, Wednesdays anid Thursdays at 430
pm., and shall sit until 6.13 p.am., il neces-
sary, and, if requisite, from 7.30 enward-.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.

On motion by the Premier, ordered: That
on Tuesdays and Thursdays (Government
business shall take prezedence of all motions
and Orders of the Dayv,

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1) £1,900,000.
Standing Orders Suspension.

THE FPREMIER AND TREASURER
(ton. P. Collier—Boulder} [4.48]: T
move—

That so woeh of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is ueeessary to enable resolu-
tions from the Committees of Supply and
Ways and Means to be reported and adopted
on the same day on which they shall have
prassed those Committees, and also the passing
of n Supply Bill through all its stages in nne
day, and to enable the business aforesaid to
be entered upon and deatt with before the
Address-in-reply iy adopted.

Question put and passed,

Message.

Messare from the (Governor received and
read recomnnending appropriation for the
purposes of the Rill

In Cammitiee of Supply.

The llouse having resolved inte Commit-
tee of Supply, JMr. Panton in the Chair,

THE PREMIER
Boulder) [1.717:

That there be granted to His Majesty on
aceount of the ~ervices of the year ending
30th  Jupe, 1830, 5 sam not exceeding
£1,900,600,

{Hon. T.
1 move—

Collier—

This is the usual two months’ Supply that
is asked for at the opening of every ses-
sion.

Hon, (1. Taylor: And it is granted?

The PREMIER: T do not think it has
yvet Been withheld, On more than one oe-
casion we have had to come down again Tor
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further Supply hetore the Estimates were
submirted: but the Eslimates ave alveady
drawn, and I amn confident that they will he
introduced before the end of MAungust, which
i» the period eovered by this Sapply Bill.
The Supply a-ked for is based upon the ex-
pewditnre ol lnst yenr and of previous years,
and there ix no alteration whatever, (0]4
course, there is the amount that has been
set aside under the Financial Agrecment,

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: That amount
i= not 1n this.

The PREMIER: No, but [ wish tu
say that the House will have an oppor-
tunity of deeiding, when the Estimates are
introdnced, the purpose to which that money
1s to be apprapriated.

Hon. Sir Fames Mitchell:
on the Estimates.

The PREMIER ;
other way.

Hon, Rir James Mitchell:
another way.

The PREMIER : Lt is immaterial whether
the Ilouse decides on the TEstimates or in
any other manner. 1 am net much con.
cerned as to that. If the Leader of the Op-
position thinks there is any better way of
discussing the matter, T shall he prepared
{o eonsider it. However, the first oppor-
{unity will e availed of.

Hon. Sir James Mitechell: T have heard
that before.

The PREMIER: Tt is so.
¥ Sir James Mitchell:
that before, too.

The PREMIER: YWhen the amount is ap-
propriated tn the Estimates

AIr. Marshall: We heard suelh statements
when we were sitting in Opnosition.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: T have no doub*
that T have made that statement hefore,

Hon. . Taylor: Somebody else has made
it, too.

The PREMIER: The first opportunity
hins been made available to members. How.
ever, there are certain limitations imposed in
regard to finanees, not in thiz House maybe,
hut in another place. At any rate, the
fullest opportunity will he given to diseuss
the purpose to which that money shall he
devoted, when the Budget is introdnced.

T do not mean
I do not know of anv

You ean fin?

I have hearl

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [4.567: T am glad to hear that the
House will have an opportunity to diseuss
fhe item of 350,000, The people are, of

course, wildly enthusinstic about finance. So
important is the subjeet that they revel in
statements which contain figures. Indeed,
it is the most important subjeet. It covers
evervthing, T agree with the person who
said that fnance is government. Undoubt-
edly it is. Tf we are to have the opportunity
to diseuss what shall be done with the
£350,000—and of course we shall have such
an  opportunity when the Rudget comes
along )

The Premier: Tt is two years now.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Two
vears and a holf.  But there are other years
ahead of n=. The amount will not always
be £350,00¢.  The Premier, by the way, when
inducing the House to vote for the Finaneial
Agreement said the amount was £127,000.
At any vate, this £350,000 is money that is
taken back {rom sinking fund. It is largely
intevest earned npon the stocks held by the
Sinking Fund Trustees, whieh stocks will be
cancelled, o that we are taking money from
past  contributions and using it towards
present-day vevenue, Something has to he
done with it, sinee we have decided that we
shall no longer keep our compact with the
Rritish money lender, but substitnte some
thing else. 1 would like again to say to the
Premier that to pay in A8 years is not the
same thing as to pay now, or within the next
vear or two, as we should have had to pav
from the sinking fund had we not entered
upon the Finaneial Agreement.

The Premier: Yes, but there were abont
19 millions for whieh no provision liad been
made in the way of sinking fund.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: In the
ordinary course we do not pay sinking fund
for four vears on horrowings, and so there
wonid be 18 millions borrowed by the Pre-
mier durvinz the last four years on which
we would not he paving sinking fond under
the old arrangement. Besides, there are
certain other monevs that do not carrvy sink.
ing fund.  But the sinking fund had in-
ereased with the contributions plus the in-
tevest on the investments hy something over
£000,000 annually, vear in and vear out over
many vears. The carnings of the sinking
fund were far more than the eontributions
towards it. That has stopped now. How.
ever, we have finished with it and it is no
use poing hack over the thing, the Premier
will he pleased tn know,

Mr. Marshall: You put up a vecord defieit
on that basis,
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Hon. ®ir JAMES MITCHELL: What
basis?

Mr. Marshall: The basis of vour argm-
ment.

Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL : It is
perlectly true, and T am auch obliged to th-
hon. memher; hut the greatest deficit was
covered by interest on sinking fund, aml so
really there was uo delicit at all. T thank
the bon. member for allowing me to make
that esplanation. In my time there were
deficits inhberited {rom those who went be-
fore. The Premier forgot to say that the
deficits were redneed in my time from nearly
€700,000 to just over £200,(1). Now we are
back 1o a defieit of £275,000. T an going (v
speak shortly on the Address-in-reply, an’
T shall then deal with finanee a little.  In
the Governor's Speech the Premier said that
the finances were perfectly satisfuctory. In-
deed, T think he said their condition was
highly satisfactory.

The Premier: There is o surplus, having
resard to this £350,000,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHOELL: Of
eourse, having regard fo something veceived
from the past.

The Premier: No.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Mer.
Brace, in his speech to the eonference, sue-
gested ghat we hnd a surplas Inst vear.

The Premier: Tle did
mevely sugzest if.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, he
said it; and of eourse it was not troe, sinee
it was arranged that the £350,000 was nof
fo come off revenue. The Premier gave him
to understand that it was so, and naturvally
he used the figures. We shounld vote this
Supply. T do not know where the Premier
is to get the woney from. T suppose he will
have to make use of the overdraft freely,
hecause nothing has been horrowed, so far as
I know, during the Inst three months, The
Premier has told ws that the State's credit
in London is splendid. T do not know how
he is aware of the fact, heeanse he is not in
a position to find out if his statement is
accurate. We have not the right te go on
the money market and test the State’s eredit.
The Minister for Works told the people at
Kulja the other day that the eredit of the
State was magnificent. 1t may be, but in
these days I suppose it is almost a matter of
indifference to the Premier, except that it is
good to know that the State is regarded fav-
ourably, Tt is probably a matter of in-

sapel 1t he nont

differenee to him hecause the State eannot go
on the London market for a loan. All we
ean do is to horrow at the reguest of the
Federal Government and offer the lender-
Federal bonds in retwrn. We have thrown
away our right of freedom fo go on the
London money market,

The Premier: We can go to our bankers,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Even so.
our credit with them is no better than it was
in former years.

The Premier: It is no worse.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Tt is not,
but it might weil he!

The Premier : They know the position
pretty well althongh they are a long way
from us.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: When [
was in London in 1922, [ saw our bankers
about the overdraft and made necessary
arrangenents of which the Premier has since
been able to avail himself. The Premier has
rightly pointed out that the availability of
the overdraft has saved to the State large
sums of money, and it would certainly be
foolish to go on the money market for a loan
seeing that it might cost the State 1 per
cent. or perhaps 1Y per ecit. more than we
have to pay on the overdrenft.

The Premier: It is not so much now.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: What is
the charge now?

The Premier: [ think it is 515 per cent.
now,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Tn my
time they charged 3 por cent., and later 4
per cent. [ thought it was still 4 per cent.
At any rate, the arrangement has been de-
cidedly advantageous, although I suppose the
hank rate will increase again. The position
at the 31st Marech was anything but satis-
tactory. The Loan Aceount showed an over-
draft of £1,380,000, the Revenue Acecount an
overdraft of £668,000, while the Advanee to
the Treasury was overdrawn to nearly the
full £500,000 that we granted last year. On
top of that we have the London overdraft,
atud mighty little money here.

The Premier: That has been a common
oceurrence for many years past. We have
had that overdraft for a long time.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That may
he so. At the same time, I should imagine
the overdraft in YLondon must cause the
Premier some concern because he has not
now the freedom to go un the money market
to borrow the money he requires. That must
cause him a good denl of concern in these
days when he cannot do as be desires and



{30 Juuy, 1926.] 23

has to have the money borrowed for him.
When we have the figures for the financial
vear ended the 30th June last before us, we
<hall know what the position actually is and,
1f no money has been borrowed in the mean-
time, I imagine that the finances will be
found to he in a deplorable condition. If
our finaneces are as satisfactory as the
Premier has suggested and our credit is all
that he says it is, we should pnt works in
hand to absorb the unemployed.

The Premier: Money is tight all over Aus-
tralia.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T have
heard that statement hefore. I am afraid
we may be reaping some of the trouble that
is likely to be experienced by Western Aus-
tralia beeause of the Financial Agveement.
While I know that arrangement has some
advantages, I am afraid we shall find out
the disadvantages as well. With reference
to the Soldier Settlement Scheme, we find
that money rebated, amonnting to £188,000,
is held at eredit in the Trust Aecount.
| wonld like the Premier to tell us
if that amount vefers to rebates that we
have received in connection with the money
we advaneed, np to £6,000,000. I presume
it does. Tf that be so, is this the position
to-day? There is the £188,000 and on top of
that we have £796,000, the amount given to
us by the Federal Government in 1923, and
written off our indebtedness to them under
the Soldier Settlement Seheme. If it iy, we
are in an extraordinarily £avourable position
compared wiih the other States of Australia,
it we can accept what has appeared in the
Press and what we have heard at various
conferences.

The Minister for Railways: In Vietoria it
is reckoned that there will be a loss of about
£10,000,000.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes.

The Premier: There is no doubt we are in
a favourable position in conneetion with the
Soldier Settlement Scheme, compared with
the other States.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We have
written off a lot of the money that has been
advanced to soldier settlers and, taking into
consideration the £188,000 and the £796,000
to which I have referred, we have about
£1,000,000 still.

The Premier: The Commonwealth Govern-
wment appointed n Royal Commission fo go
into the whole question of soldier settlement,
and the Commission has been at work for
over 12 months. Judge Pike was the Royal

Commissioner and he has gonme to all the
States, but no recommendation has Deen
made to the Federal Government yet.

Hon. Sivr JAMES MITCHELL: I know
that. At any rate, it looks as though we
shall have a considerable suym of money in
hand on aceount of soldier settlement. I do
not wish to delay the Committes at this
stage. It is usual to ask for Supply, and 1
shall have an opportunity in A few winutes
to deal further with the financial position.
I know that the Premier realises that the
people do not inquire too closely eoncerning
financial matters. They do not take a keen
intevest in the question. Personally I was
amused at the reasons he ndvanced recently
in explanation of the deficit. Had I pre-
sented the same ressons during the five
vearts I was in office, the Premier
would have waxed eloguent in condemnation
of what he would have designated my “ex-
cnses.” Of course the Premier can find an
excuse for anything and everything, but
he knows now how diffienlt it is to explain
away & deficit! It seems extraordinary
that such a position should arise when we
realise that the revenue we received was
the highest in the history of the State, and
in many other ways we have had more fav-
ourable contributions to our finances during
the past few years than we had some years
ago. I hope the Premier will explain the
financial position regarding soldier settle-
ment, because I would like to understand
it hefore dealing with the finances on the
Address-in-reply.

The Premier: I am afraid I am not in
a position to give that information off-hand.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Has
the Premier drawn on the amount of
£796,000%

The Minister for Railwavs: Of course,
you know the writing down that has heen
done.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
was heing done when T wasg in office.

The Premier: It is being done every day
of the week.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We
know the arrangements that were made, and
we had to give the soldier settlers something
in veturn for the interest paid. I think
6% per cent. went into a special fund and
6 per cent. went to the soldier settlers. That
mioney was used fo write down losses. Then
on top of that we have the £796,000 given
to us by the Federal Government. I hope
the Premier will give the Committee the in-
formation I have suggested,

That
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The Premier: I will let yon know to-mor-
row,

MR. THOMSON (Katannine) [5.003: |
~hall not offer anv ohjection tv Supply
heing pranted, hecause [ realise that such
a vource would be useless. It is not ens-
tomaiv to refuse Supply, particularly see-
tngr that the Government have n majority
in the House,

M. Marshall: Leave the majority ont of
it! Don't von like it?

Mr. THOMSON:  (Of course 1 realise
that if the Government did not lhave a
majority, we would not be asked fo grant
Suapply.

Mr. Marshall: We shall have o majovity
to beat von at any time.

My, THOMSOXN: I am afraid that the
Government and other people as well are
worried at times as to whether there is
a majority available. With reference to
the Snpply Bill, however, T understand
that much of the money has alreudy heen
paid away ov has to be expended, because
the State is committed to the expenditure,
We have now a larger number of unem-
ployed than usual.

My, Marshall: You are sympathetic.

Mr. THOMSON: I am. 1 was wonder-
ing whelher, in asking for sueh a large
amounnt, the Government had made pro-
vision for putting in hand varvious pro-
jects to provide employment for those who
are harassing tfhe Governmeni at the pres-
ent time. Il is true, from a financial poini
of view, that the present position appeavs
to be ¢uite satisfactory and the prospects
of the State are certainly execellent. That,
however, is noi helpful to those who ave
looking for work and cannot get it. I <hall
he pleased if the Premier considers this an
opporlune t1ime fo tell us whether the Gov-
ernmenl have any such projeets in mind
=0 as to provide work for the unemploved.
I have azked & ¢uestion regarding the con-
struction of a certain railwayv. [ hope it
may be possible for the Premier to antiei-
pate ihe Loan Eslimates, T know the Gov-
ernment ean do that it thevy so desire,
because they have the necessary majority
hehind them. I e¢an pledge several votes
on the Opposition side of the Honse that
will bhe solidly behind the Government if
they decide to construet that particular
railway and so provide work for the nnem-
rloved.

The Premier: It would be of greater
assistanee to the (fovermuent it vou wounkd
finil the money.

My, THOMSON: We ecan pledge our-
relves to aussist the Premier to find it; as
private members we are not in a position
to initiate expenditure. which task must
remain with the Government,  We have
lwopes that something may he done in thar
direction. I have also indicaled to the
Minister for Railwayvs means of absorbing
the unemploved in another direction in the
~ame (district to whieh I refer. Very lintle
mouney would be actually expended. Ai-
thongh some wonld have (o be found
for the time being, the outgoing-
would be recouped from sales.  The
Minister knows [ am referring to the
deviation throwgh (he Gnowangerup distriet.
I ean promise the Government oy suppozt,
Tor [ am quite =incere in the desire to sec
whuether anything can he done to find work
Tor those people needing it so badly. As
one who knows from experience what it
is to look for work and not he able to fitl
it, 1 have a great deal of sympaihy for thos
in that unlortunate pesition, And I Pave
a great deal of sympaihy also for the Cov-
ernment in the position in whieh they fimd
themselves in having so many  demiauds
made upon them. It is only by stariine
these varions works that the Government
will e able to absorh the men who, unfur-
tunately, are doing nothing just now. |
offer ne objection to the passing of the
Sapply Billl [t is ¢-sential that fund-
stiould be made available to carry on ithe
alfairs of the Sinte. I do hope thic cven
at this stuge the Premier may feel dispuoced
to indivate te us what the Government have
in mind a5 ways and means of relieving the
present unfortunate position regarding un-
ctyployment.

THE PREMIER
Boulder—in reply)

(Hon. P. Collier—
[316]: T think the
position in  rezard to unemploviment -
fairly  well understood. It is one over
which ne Government have control, ar
all  events, mnot In  the elrenmstances
we  find  existing  to-day  in Austeadin.
It is well known that there isx at pre-
sent and has heen for some years past in
some of the Btates an unprecedented de-
pression. It is so in South Australia, where
they have had three yeai~ of drought, wiil
the vesnlt that many thou-ands of men lav .
heen displaced trom their employment, So,
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tvg, in Vietoria and New South Wales aud
Quecnsland. The result has been that, guite
naturally, men who have been able to pay
their railway fares across bave come to the
Western State.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: No fewer than
125,000 of them have come to this State,

The PREMIER : They have cowe in still
greater numhers during the past few years
than cver hefore, hack to the days of Lae
mining hoomn. T have here figures showing
that in the last December guarter alone the
arrivals of males from the Eastern States
numbered 3,645.

My, Latham: Many of them would go
hack after the Christmas holidays.

The PREMIER: And during the March
quarter of this year the male arrivals from
the Eastern States totalled 5,110. So aetun-
ally there were 1,500 more in the Mareh
quarter than in the December guarter.

Mr. J. H. Smith: You do not snggest they
were all unemployed?

The PREMIER : No, but it is safe to say
that 95 per cent. of them were men who
came here in search of work. Of course a
small percentage came looking for land or
to engage in trade and commerce, but I
am sure it 15 safe to say that 95 per cent.
came in search of employment. Anyone
who has been in the Eastern Stuates recently
and had opportunity to note the depression
and the degree of unemployment, will know
that a large number of those who could tind
their passage money, and even others who
could not find it but stowed away on the
train, have taken the opportunity to romo
West.  Only last week I had wait upon
me four men asking for railway passes to
country districts. They had arrived only
the preceding day from South Australia.
They snid they were sheep people and did
not want to stay in the city. Their desire
was to get into the eountry straight away.
When asked how they got across from South
Australia, they said with a smile, “We
walked across.”

Hon. G. Tavlor: And you believed them?

The PREMIER: At all events they de
served to get out into the eountry distriets.
The fact is that men from the Eastern
States have been ¢oming here in large num-
bers. During 1928 the execess of arrivals
aver departures was 3,879. And they have
been coming over in large numbers during
the last couple of years. They will always
do so when a State has the reputation of
being comparatively prosperouns; that is,

when any one State is experiencing better
seasons or better conditions than the other
States, population will go that way just as
water will gravitate to its lowest level.

Mr, Stubbs: Can you tell us how many
unemployed there ave in the metropolitan
area?

The PREMIER: [ cannot say, but ¢
know that aceording to the registrations the
figures mentioned at last night’s public meet-
ing and published in this morning’s news-
paper are greatly exaggerated. Here is an-
other aspeet of the problem: In the. four
years 1925 to 1928, there was an excess of
arrivals over departures of 7,600 male for-
eigners. They have heen absorbed in this
country during those four years. It is easy
to understand the influence those men have
had upon unemployment. They are large-
ly, if not entirely, unskilled workers and
unguestionably they have heen getfing pre-
ference of employment thronghout the eoun-
try districts. The member for Nelson ({Mr.
J. H. Smith) will know the large numbers
of them that are spread throngh the tim-
ber areas of the South-West, and in fact
all over the State. So in addition to the
numberz of Aunstralians we have received
from the Eastern States, there are the 7,500
foreigners.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But surely they
are ineluded in the general figures show-
ing oxcess of arrivals over departures.

The PREMIER: No, those 7,500 for-
eigners represent the excess of arrivals
of foreigmers over departures.

Mr. Latham: But a percentage of them
would he included in that 3,645 you quoted
for the December quarter,

The PREMIER: No, T do not think any
Eoreigners are coming in from the Eastern
States. The quarterly figures T quoted deait
with the arrivals from the Eastern States,
not with foreigners. These are figures [
have got from the office.

Hon. Sir .Tames Mitehell:
wrong.

The PREMIER: The same officer pre-
pared both sets of figmres.

Hon. G. Taylor: For different purposes.

The PREMIER: He was not told for
what purpose they were required; he was=
asked to get out the fizures, and these are
what he handed to me. However, I will
look further into them. The Government
are doing all the work it is possible for them
to do,

Well, they are
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Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is the
trouble.

The PRIZMIER: The hon. member ex-
perienved times when money was tight and
difticult. It is not peculiar to this Staic.
The hon. member knows that the Federal
Government have now to retrench all along
the liue, have to dismiss members of their
Army, Navy and Air Forces, and reduce
Federal works all over Australia. It is
well known that the fnancial position
throughout Australia at present is pretty
difficult.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But the
Premier said it was all right.

The PREMIER: I was veferring to ths
tinancial position of this State. Still, the
obtaining of loan moneys has been rather
ditkicult.

Tfoa. Sir James Mitchell: You should not
have siven away your financial power.

The PREMIER: A large majority of the
people of the State gave it away, decided to
kanud it vver, }owever, that iz the position:
These is just as much work in hand to-day
us it is possiblo for the Government to put
in hand. But T do not think we would have
these 1,200 or 1,500 people out of work if su
many of our own people were not so un
patriotic as to employ foreigners.

Mr. Latham: A lot of foreighers also are
out of work.

The PREMIER: But not the whole of
the 7,500 that have come in during the past
four yenrs, No doubt a pereentage of them
are out of work, but we do not see so mueb
of them as we ace of our own peopls.

Mr. Latham: Quite a lot of them are
gardening down here.

The PREMIER: No, those gardening
have been in this country for a good many
years. | saw in yesterday’s newspaper that
the branch of the Returned Soldiers’ Leacue
was pritesting saainst contractors working
for the Perth Roads Board and emplovine
all foreigners on a road-making joh. 8o it
i- all aver the conntry.

Mr. Lindsay: You must rememher there
is= an Avhitration Court nward zoverning
these favpizners,  They ave not cheap *o
employ.

The PREMTIER: Tt is easyv 1o pot around
Arbitralion  Court awards when youn find
nwen wnahle tn spenk the lInnoupae and with
out friends, and so rveadr to aceept warl at
any price they can ret.

Mr. Latham: Kvery one of those foreign-
ei5 has friends bere ready to protect him
from the time of his arrival.

The PREMIER: As a matter of fact, i*
i~ the forcigner who has heen here in ibis
State for =ome years who frennently is re
sponsible for exploiting in many dircetions
his newly arrived countrymen. Of course
it is highly uwnsatisfactory that we should
have 5o wany people out of work in this
State, but it must be remembered that in this
State we are a thousand times better off than
are the people in any other State of the
Commonwealth.

Question put and passed.

Resolution and

adopted.

reported the report

Committee af Ways and Means.

The llouse laving resolved into Commit-
tee of Ways and Means, Mr. Panton in the
Chair,

On motion by the Premier, resolved-—

That towards making good the Supply
granted to His Majesty for the servicea of
the ycar ending 80th June, 1930, a sum not
exceeding £850,000 be granted from the Con-
solidated Revenue ¥und, £720,000 from the
General Loan Fund, £30,000 from the Govern-
ment Property Sales Fund and £300,000 from
the Public Accounts for the purposes of tem-
porary advances to be made by the Treasurer.
the

Resclution and

adopted.

reported, report

Dl introdneed, ete.
In accordance with the foregoing resoln-
tions, Bill introduced, passed through all

stages and transmitted to the Legislative
(‘ouneil.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. North, leave of absenc:
for two consecntive weeks granted to the
member for Murrav-Wellinoton (Hon, W. J.
(Jeorge) on the around of i1l health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Second Day.
Debate resumed from 26th July.
HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL {Nor-
tham 15.37): T pronoce to address mysclf

[zrzcly to the quetion of unemployment,
already mentioned this evening hy the Pre-
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mier. I shall also deal with other matters,
particularly with finance. There is the
slightest possible reference to the fact that
this is our Centenary year., The Specel
ays—

The oecasion synchronises with the Cen-

tenary of the foundation of the State in 1829,
and is therefore of particular significance,

That is the sole reference in the Speech
to this year. We do need some legislation,
that I hope will be introduced this session,
tu deal with questions arising out of th:
Centenary year. In Northam we propuse
to dedicate certain graves to the care of the
loend authority. In other places, such as
Kelmseott, it is intended to dedicate cev-
tain historical featnres ¢o the ecare of the
local authority. This will require the re-
sumption of land in order that the fentures
referred to may be preserved upon it. We
discussed this matter in the House last ves-
sion. I hope legislation will be introdueced
and passed this session, so that everything
may be put in ovder for the sake of the
local authorities who will take eharge of
these things, and so that the necessary land
resumptions may be effected. In two cases
that I know of people have been buried on
what are now roads. In each instance some-
thing will have to be done by legislative en-
actment. I am sorry this legislation 19 nof
referred to in the Speeeh, but T hop:z the
Premier will have Bills preparved and give
attention to the matter. A private mom-
her could not bring down such Bills becsuse
they would involve the resumption of land.
I congratulate the member for Forrest
(Miss Holman) upon her speech on the
Opening Day. I am sure she could not have
done any better than she did. I know that
the ladies im the gallery who listened to
her eloquence were delighted. I eanmot,
however, congratulate her upon the facts
she put forward. We mnsi, however, makeo
allowances for the oceasion and the posifion
in which she found heiself. When a person
undertakes to propose n tonst, that person
must say niee things abont the subject mat-
ter of the toast. When the hon. membrr
undertook to move the motion for the adop-
tion of the Address-in-Reply, she felt ob-
liged to say a number of nice things about
the Government.

Miss Holman: T was able to tell
truth.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I daresay
the hon. member thought she was stating
farcts, but before 1 sit down I shall knock

the

over some of those facts and dispel the idea
that all is well in this fair land of ours.
All is not well. There is nothing in the
Speech to commend it. It is pitiful and
colourless,

The Premier: There never has been a
Speech any other way,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is full
of exeuses for the Government. It con-
tains a list of past happenings. It con-
taing nothing for the future exeept a few
amending Bills. Tt has been said that we
vaght to know as much about the future
as ahout the past. 1 suppose, baving rve-
gard to the short memories of people con-
cerning political happenings, that the Pre-
mier took a risk and framed the Speech as
e did.

The Premier: Aceording to the gloomy
Dean, there is wot mueh of a fuinre before
the raee.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELI.: He is not
always as gloomy as his speeches. His worst
writings would compare more than favour-
ably with this Speech. When we were say-
g wood-bye to Admiral Bedford, I remew-
her he told us of an oceasion when ns a
voung man he walked along to Parliapeat
House with the Governor, who carrvied a
speech in his hand. The Governor said he
was going to deliver that speech, but that
he “did not believe a damn word of it.”
Admiral Bedford asked him why he was
zoing to deliver it and his reply was “be-
cause I am a constitutional (Jovernor.” I
am sure that His Fxeellency, Sir William
Campion, must have felt very grateful that
he could shelter behind the Constitution
and the knowledge that he must earry out
the wishes of his Ministers. T do not know
that T need refer to many of the items men-
tioned in the Speech. There is, however, a
reference to finance which I find hard to
swallow. The Specch says—

The financial position continues to receive
the most careful attention of my advisers,
In all respects the finances of the State are
in a satisfactory condition. It is gratifying
to note that tlie credit of Western Australia
is gtill regarded favourably in Australia and
Great Britain.

Of course we always have stood well in
finaneial circles in Great Britain, We
could always get money there. There have
been oecasions when it has heen diffienlt to
get it transferred out here because of the
unfavourable trade balance. During my
last year it was impossible to transfer
money. However, our credit was always
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good, and we were always able to get whai
we needed.  Unfortunately, we have now
oiven away owr Tight to go to the London
market. It is no use bousting about eredit
which we cannot nse, and that is what the
Speech does. True, we have thrown in onv
fot with the rest of Muostralia, and it i»
sond to have onr eradit as it iz, Certainly
our credit ought to be wood, seeing that up
to the passing of the Finameial Agreement
we had contributed to a sinking fund which
increased considerably year by vear. Tt we
turn to the records of the past 1Y) veais,
we =e¢ that during some years the sinkine
fund contribution eame to as mueh a4 one-
third of the amount we horrowed. As we
horrowed Jarger amounts, that proportion
naturally eowld not be maiutained, As re-
gards the £350,000 which we are savinz in
interest on our securities that are to ba can-
celled, being now held by the sinking Fand
trustees, we should set the amount asile in
reduetion of taxation. The Lederal Cov-
ernment now wive us a special grant of
£300,000 per annum, and frem that we have
reduced our ineome tax by one-third.

The PPremicr: That grant has onls
other vear fo go.

Hon Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, anl
what is to happen then? Either we shall
he Taced with ever-growing deficits, ov e
Premier must get Parliament fo agree--o
thing he cannot do—to an increase f the
income tax to the old rate. The €350,000
gshoutad, T eonsider, be lavgely set a<de ia
refief of taxation. The Speech eontainz a
reference to some land scheme. Tt dows not
say which seheme, but T suppose the 3.500
farms are mieant. When the Premier was
in the Bast the veport of the Migration
Commission was issued, saying that they
wanted all sorts of claborate cstimates of
production before they would move fur-
ther in the matter of the settlement
of this land., They have inspected
it time and again over the last two or three
venrs. They have been coming once or twice
a year—an expensive method of conducting
the Commission. Everybody knows that if
there is a sufficient rainfall, and if the land
is good, and if there is sufficient land to
justify the building of railways, there is no
reason for delay in settling the area. T really
thought I was helping the State Government
in the eriticisms I made on the Migration
Commission’s report.

The Premier: The Commission’s last visit
was due fo the faet that the personnel had
changed considerably.

-

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL : T re-
ferred to the Cowmmission’s report, which
came out when the Premier wag in Canberra:
and L thonght | was helping the State Gov-
ernment.  But one rried the Minister for
Railwaxs took up the cudgels on behalt of
the Federal Government and said I was all
Wrong.

The Minister for Railway-: No fear' Yon
sid there wias no nevessity for investigation.

Haon. Siv JAMES MITCHELL: The jolly
thing has been investizated again and again,
We have now heen two or three years on it,
I saird that if the rainfall was good, the pro-
posal should be gane on with, The Govern-
ment could not have entered upon the dis-
cussion of the scheme with the Fedeval Gov-
ernment nnless they knew that the rainfall
wns satislactory, Reeords of rainfall have
heen kept in that country for yvears, in 3
manger: and we have always found that
rainfall exeeeds the records. At any rate,
that is my contention. T set out to help the
(tovermment, and all 1 got from the Minister
for Railways was an unsatisfactory reply.
Is the vamnfall right? I think it is. Ts the
iaml right, and is there ecnough of it? I do
uot know, Bat it the land is right, I believe
it would he taken up without Government
assistance.  Many of the people who have
wowie heve from the Kast came to take up
land; that is, the people to whom the Pre-
mier referred. Yor the most part those I
have mentioned are splendid young fellows,
farmers’ sons from the East; and naturally
they, not having been able to get land, have
wone into jobs. Iixperienced as they are,
they have succeeded in getting jobs in this
country. T do not know just what the posi-
tion is now with the Federal Government,
hut if they are guving to help unnder the
Migration Agreement, it is time they cid
help. What move can one get than the rain-
tall, the quality of the land, and the area of
Jand? Nolhing more is wanted. YWhatever
could be got beyond that would be merely
speculative figures, I hope that if the Migra-
tion Commission will not assist, the land will
be thrown open, when I should think that
we could settle it in ounr old way. At any
rate, the people who have come here from
the East, and many of whom bave some
cush, will settle on it. There must, naturally,
be railway communication. There would be
no harm in waiting if waiting wax going to
be of any henetit, bat why wait year after
year? We have been talking about the 3,500
farms now for two or three years. 1 am
aware that a great deal of the area in ques-
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tion is settled, but it must be served by rail-
ways. If the Federal Government will not
help us, let us help ourselves. The talk
alout the 3,500 farms brought a lot of people
here—not out-of-works,

The Premier: It hrought a lot of out-of-
works too.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes; but
it has always been our good fortune that
people have come here from the Xast.
Hitherto we have alwnvs weleomed them.
This is the first time in the history of West-
ern Anstralia when we have heard it stated
that it is inconvenient to have them. So far
we have always said, “What better people
can we get than our own Australian people?”
How many members sitting in this House
have come from the East!

Hon. G. Taylor: Wise men have always
cume from the Bast.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Having
so many of those people, why make such a
fuss about a few more? [ do not think the
race has deteriorated in Eastern Australia.
They are just ax fond of work there now as
they were when various hon. members came
over here. As regards wheat, when there is
a good crop we are told that it is carried
at a loss; and when the erop is not quite as
good as we anticipated, we attribute the loss
on our railways to the fact of not having the
wheat to carry. We cannot have it both
ways. It eannot be bad to earry wheat when
‘we have gob it, and also bad not to carry
it when we have not got it.

The Minister for Railways: If the wheat
production goes down, it means that there
is considerably less money spent in other
commodities; and all that is reflected in the
railway returns.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : Of course;
and that is why we carry fertiliser and
wheat so cheaply. That has been the system

for years.

The Minister for Railways: It is increas-
ing.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : The
wheat?

The Minister for Railways: No; fertiliser
and wheat in eomparison with other things.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELIL: Thank
God that it is so.

The Minister for Railways: In comparison
we do not thank God for it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I venture
to say that the traffic into the couniry along
the Eanstern Goldfields railway was never
greater than it has heen for the last two or
three years.

The Minister for Raoilways: No,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: What I
object to, and what the Minister also objeets
to, is the carrying of the higher-priced gnods
traffic by motor lorries.

The Minister tor Railway=: Do you know
that last year we carried 20 million ton-miles
more than previousty and received £9,000
less revenue? The people in the eountry
have not been buyving the higher-priced goods
hecanse of the eomparatively bad harvest.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : But
34,000,000 bushels is not a bad harvest. The
cstimate, it is true, was not realised. The
harvest was 214 million bushels less than the
record yield. Still, 34,000,000 hoshels is not
a bad erop. Sueh a crop as that is not 2
good excuse, thongh it represents excuse No.
1 in the Governor’s Speech. I am glad the
Government arve able to sec cause for grati-
fieation in the eircumstance that the price of
wheat is likely to be goed. Unfortunately
no one quite knows what the wheat market
ever will be, becanse the world is such an
enormous place and there is uncertainty as to
the yuantities grown in various ¢ountries.
But the real tronble is uncertainty about the
manipulations. The world must always
have a large stock of wheai: otherwise we
would be short of hread from time to tine.
Wheat prices are of the uftmost importance
to Western Australia, because we produce
more wheat, in proportion to population,
than does any other State. Tn our case the
amount collected, per head of population,
through the sale of wheat is nearly four
times ns great as it is per head of popula-
tion throughout Australia. I have ques-
tioned the Premier about the soldier settle-
ment scheme, and [ hope we shall get a
reply stating whether he holds that money
or does not kold it. I am indeed sorry thaf
the gold yield is still decreasing. With
Wilnna going I hope we shall bave an im-
proved return.

The Minister for Mines:
all right.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes. I
notice that the Premier said the railways
lost £100,000, according to his esfimate,
through the waterside strike and the de-
crease in baulage. 1 do not know whether
the 'remier means £100,000 gross revenue,
or £100,000 profit. It would take a great
amount of earnings to produce £100,000 of
profit, and T doubt whether he meant profit.
T should like to know when we shall get
the report of the engineer who came here’

That place is
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to report on the Fremantle Harbour. Have
the Government pot it?

The Minister tor Works: No. The en-
gineer promised it should be in gur hands
hy July, bat it has not arrived up 1o date.

The I'remier: We have no word of il
vet.

Wou. Kir JAYMES MITCUELL: [ do not
know whether the Minister for Works and
the Minister for Railways saw a letter pub-
lished in the Press after the one Ministes
had visited Esperance and the other had
vigited Bunbory. Perhaps they will tell us
what they propoese to do with the wheat
grown on the 3,500 farms., One Minister
said it was fo be shipped from Ksperance,
and the other said il was to be shipped from
Bunbury.

The Minister for Railways:
will be shipped from Bunbury.

Hon, Sir JAMER MITCHELL: That was
electioneering.

The Minister for Railways: No fear!

tlon. Sir JAMES MITCIIELL:  Albany
was right out of it!

The Minister for Railways: Not at all.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: At any
rate, it would be well for Ministers to com-
pare notes and at least say the same thing.
It looked to me like vote-getting episodes!

The Minister for Railways: With no
election for 12 monthy or moret

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That ve-
minds me that a little while ago there wax
a third statement bearing on the same sub-
ject. Perbaps hon. members remember that
proposal. Tt looked as though a siraight
line had been run with g ruler from Fre-
manfle to E=perance and if such a railway
were constrieted, it would take a lot of the
wheat that norinally would go to the other
three ports. Thix is an interesting watter,
and if the Ministers concerned have uot
seen the letter T have veferved to, they
ghould look it up and each should send a
reply to the **West Australian.””

Mr. Sampson: There has been no replv?

Hon. Sir FAMES MITCHELT.: No. At
any rate, the people of Bunbury want the
Minister for Railwaya to speak there, Per-
baps a hetter plan would be for the Minis-
ters coneerned to change places. Then the
member for Kanowna {(Hen. T. Walker)
and the member for Bunbury (Mr. With.
ers), could go to their respective ports and
hear what the Ministers had to say.

Some of it

The Minister for Health: They will ve
here next session to explain the position in
their own way,

tlon. Sir JAMES MI'TCHELL: I am
told that the Minister will not he here next
time,

The Minister for Health: Whoever told
you that does not know much about it.

Hou. Sir JAMERS MITCIELL: The Min-
ister thinks that everyene else is a fool,
apart from bimself.

The Minister for Health: Not at all

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: At any
rate, the Minister for Health was not in
this Imsiness.

The Minister for Health:
that.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Just be-
tore the last eleetion the Minister for
Works made a promise to the Fremantle
people and then he went to Esperanee and
made the promise to (hem. Th:n the Jin-
ister for Railways, who, as senior Minister,
is Deputy Premier, mnde the prowise to the
Bunbury people.

" The Minister for Railways: It is good
fo know that all the ports are to zet their
proportion of the wheat traffie.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELTL: All that
is very foolish, because those who are hand-
ling the wheat will send it forward in the
cheapest way!

The Minister for Railways: T think if
you look at the specches you complain of,
vou will see that no promises were made.

IIon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
speeches were reported all right. The Min-
ister must not deny what he says, and what
appeared in the Press was true!

The Miunister for Railways: 1t was purely
conjecture; yon know that no scheme has
been announced yet.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister cannot ynalify his statement now., We
seemi to have spent a particularly small
proportion of the money we might have re-
veived from the Federal Government for the
construction of main roads.  Apparently
last year £366,000 was spent from the Fed-
eral grant and from our own contributions.
If that is so, I do not know why we have
not made some effort to get works nunder
way and so redure the unemployment that
extsts at present. I notice from the Gov-
ernor's Speech that there is a programme
of road work drawn np that is estimated to
cost €1,250,000. Does that represent work

I am glad of
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to be done this year or does it merely mean
that the engineers have drawn up a pro-
gramme of work that they think should be
carried outd

The Minister for Works:  We reckon
upon rompleting that programme this year.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL. Then it
looks as though the Government have been
saving up the money for expenditure dur-
ing this year! If that is so, it is rather
hard upon the unemployed who have been
looking for work aud have not heen able
to get it.

The Minister for Works: If the Com-
monwealth Government had left us alone,
more money would have been spent last

year.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Commonwealth Government are ecarrying

out the seheme under the terms of the agree-
ment that the Minister for Works signed!

The Minister for Works: Nothing of the
sort.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of
course they are. I have a copy of the
agreement in my voom, and the Minister
agreed to it. We¢ have unemployed
people starving in different parts of
the state, and yet we have not had suf-
ficient energy to spend the money the Com-
monwealth Government have provided for
us! Last year we spent £366,000 of Com-
monwealth and State money on roads, and
this year it is proposed to spend £1,250,000.
If that is the intention, let it be done
quickly and let the unemployed men get
to work. The Speech also includes refer-
ence to legislation that is to be introduced,
and the rest of it refers to small happen-
ings. We are to have a Rural Bank Bil,
which I cannot discuss now. Some years
ago il was to be a State bank; now it is
to be & rural bank.

The Premier: It can he both rural and
State.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: In ad-
dition to that measure, we are to have a
few amending Bills, but apparently noth-
ing else. There is no object in having Gov-
ernors’ Speeches presented to Parliament at
the opening of a session unless they serve
to inform the publie regarding what may
be expected by way of legislation. It
seems to be that this year the Government
merely prepared a speech for presentation
to Parliament hecause one was necessary.
The Speech includes a lot about what bas

happened in the past, but nothing abeut the
Government’s failures.

The Minister for Health: We have not
had any failares that we counld refer to.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Only a
few Bills are referred to and they, for the
most part, are unimportant. There is noth-
ing much in the Speech to comfort anvone
imterested in the progress of lhe State, ex-
cept the indieation that a lot of money
for expenditure on the roads has been saved
up. Most of our troubles are due to Min-
isters being unable to make up their minds,
and so things drag on. It is due to the
lack of promptness, energy and courage
that Ministers are unable to make up their
minds, and so work is not available for the
unemployed. That is one of the greatest
fuults of the present Administration. Min-
isters could not even confer before start-
ing off for Bunbnry and Ksperance! They
could not nake up their minds what to
say, s0 they spoke az I have already indi-
cated.

The Premier: 1 believe some negotiations
are on foot now so that in a little while
those sitting on the Opposition side of the
House will be able to speak with one voice.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
they will be suecessful. The Premier can-
not speak with his own voice.

The Premier: Yon have not shown much
indieation on your side of the House of
speaking as with one voice.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: At least
we will not speak, as the Premier does,
with the voice of Mr. Mooney, or with the
voice of Trades Hall. We on our side will
not he dictated to by anyone.

The Premier: What about the voice of
the Consultative Council?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We
shall not be dietated to as the Premier has
been dictated to by the Trades Hall

The Premier : Not by the boss of the
Consultative Council?

Hon, S JAMES MITCHELL: I will
do in the future as I have done in the past.

The Premier: But what about the Con-
sultative Counecil, that mysterious body that
operates in the dark? '

Heon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Premier has no right to object to organi-
sation. TWhat is he afraid of?

The Premier: What sre those other people
scaved ahout?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I would
be seared if I had to heed the voice of
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Mooney, the Premier’s boss, or of the Trade-
Hail.

The Premie¢r: \What aboul the Cousulta-
tive Couneil hos~, McGibbon?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Recentiy
the Premier came to Norlham with Mr.

Mooney. Had the Premier been coming hy
himself, he would have rung me up to tell
me he was going to Northam nnd that he
would be plensed to see me. With Mr
Mooney in charge, he did no =ueh thing.
Mr. Mooney (vok him there and led him
away.

The Minister for Health: Yon do nof
like the Labour orpganiscr heing there; it
seaves you!

The Premier: Mr. Moouey said he was

a good friend of yours and would e
pleased to see you.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
I’remier cannot have it both ways! It is

an extravydinary thing that Minislers have
come inta my clectorate, but have not Jet
me know of their intention. Had they lei
me know, 1 should have been glad o meet
them.

The Premier: Did we not go to the prem-
ises where you first opened up business?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That
was the bank, but the Premier went there
tu count votes in connection with the next
elections.

MFr. Lambert: Are vou taking “Coffex”
for hreakfast?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: \Wait
unlil yon lake Corboy for yours? If the
Premier will not bhe scared by the organix-
ing that is going om, I tell him quite
frankly that T xhall have no hand in organ-
ising a vole. T do not want anyvone to
promise to vote for me or for my pariy.
We cshall get the voles that we deserve and
that is all we want,

Mr, Panton: You may not get too many
of them.

Houw, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
control of my party is not half as formid-
able as it seems, it should be remembered
that the very fact that votes are organ-
ised actually limits the number of votes
members are likely to get beenuse not one-
sixth of the electors are pledged supporters
of a political party. It would he extra-
ordinarily bad for the State if it were
otherwise.

Member: We will get a good many voters
from you.

Hon. Nir JAMES MITCHELL: Net
decently! The Government may stuff the
robs1

The Minister tor Railways: You shonld
not =ay that! You do not think it!

1ton, Nir JAMES MITCHELL: Where
i~ the member for Greenongh (Mr. Ken-
nedy) !

The Minister for Railways: 1t is time
vou =akl sunwething sevious,

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELIL: The Min-
ister should keep e,

The Minister for Railways: There has
heen too much thal is not serious in your
remarks, and there has been too much hy
wiav of innuendo.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 say
distinetly that men were pnt on the rolls
andl were sacked imnediantely after the elec-
tion,

The Minister for Railwavs: That is un-
true.

Ton, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T say
that wmen were wronely enrolled, and [ sav
that delinitely.

The Minister for Haillways: A man ean
e definile and yet uot be truthful.

Ifon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Thaot
statement is Doth definite and truthful.
Engincers were harriedly brought up to my
electorate, bt they had to wait for the men.

The Minister for Tealth: That is not cor-
rect,

Houn, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Tt is.

The Minister for Ilealth: 1f that is so,
then we will make no inistake this time.
We will have 400 or 500 wen there early
cnough for the election,

Hon., Sir JAMES MITCHELL: People
who talk like that are a disgrace to demo-
eraey ! They ean bonst of such things, and
langh at them!

The Minister for ealth: What you sug-
gesl wan pever done and it is really amus-
ing to hear you.

Hon, Ste JAMES MITCHELL: T say it
was done,

The Minister for llealth: And I say it
was not. My word is as good ns yours or
that of anyone else, and that stands for
any part of the State too.

Hon, Sivr JAMES MITCHEILL: T am
elad to hear it; the Minister’s friends will
he pleazed to know it too.

The Minister for Health: Will they?

Tlon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL, My,
Spoaker, may T get away from fhis pain-
ful subject?
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Mr. Sampson: You are upsetting the
fipvernment,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Dealing
with the financial position, I infend to show
to what extent the revenue has increased
aud how mneh more money the Premier has
had each year. 1 will show those particu-
lars from his own publications. If that
wmoney had been managed well, more would
have come to the State.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 lo 7.30 p.m.

Hon. Sir JAMES JMITCHELL: 1 pro-
puse now to deal a little with finanee and
with nnemployment. The Premier has had
a greatly inereased revenue every year, and
his Loan expenditure during the last few
vears has been enormous. Before 1924 he
was eoncerned about State borrowing, but
now he is going on gaily with it each year.
The nverage annnal State Government reve-
nge fLrom all soureces has been about
£4,500,000. When the 33%; per cent. and the
supertax were taken off the income taxation,
that amonnt was lost to the Treasury but
was made good hy the Federnl grant. Yet
all the same, due to the fact that we in-
vreased the land tax considerably, our taxa-
tion, apart from the Federal contribution,
has been £197,000 move than it was in my
last year of office,

The Premier: Although we did increase
the land tax, we gave away the amount in
reduced railway freights.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Tt does
not matter where the money went to, the
Premier would throw the tax upon the
farmers. As a matter of fact, the tax was
previously 4d. in the pound, whereas it is
now 1%%d, It does not matter what the
(tovernment do with the money.

The Premier: But the Treasury did not
henefit by it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Then, of
vourse, values are increasing. During the
last five years valuations in the ecity and
the towns have dounbled, and about £6,000,000
Las -been added to the valuation of country
land. So on top nf the increased land taxa-
tion there has been the increasing values.

Mr. ‘Lambert: Should not the country
henefit by some of the unearned increment?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
yuite ahother guestion. Then we have had
not only that £127,000 from taxation, but
the Federal grant last year was £811,000,
whereas it was only £585,000 in my last year

(2] ‘

of ollice. So the Government have harl
226,000 morve from that sourece. If we
take al] the grauts or advances from the
Federal Government, there is the speeial
wrant of £300,000 and the £22,000 repre-
senled by incressed interest om transfer-

redl properties. In  the diseussion we
had  in the PFPress a little while ago,
the Premier told us that the Fede-

vl Government had paid part of our
sinking fund, equal to £491,607. Then there
is the waived interest on £796,000 of soldiers’
money, equal to €50,000, S0 we get a tota)
amount of €163000. Then, i we care to
use it, we have the voad grant of £384,000.
Thai makes a lotal of £817,000 from the
Federa]l Goverument which was not enjoyed
hy any previous Government in this Stafe.
And on top of that we are using migration
wmeney represented by £5,000,000 at 1 per
cent., thus saving ws £212,5600 per annwm.
Those items make the several advances to
the Treasnry during last vear and this year
£L,059,500, a nice cheque, a great <deal of
clenr money,

The Premier: Tt is quite elear that yon
are nware the public do not follow finance,
or you would not use those figures,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
taken them from the figures published hy
the Premier,

The 1remier:
rorreet,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: And it
is corrert to nse them in the way T am using
Ihem.  Will the Premier say it is not ad-
vantageouts ton have this £384,000 of roal
grant?

The Premier: It means a eontribution
from us of 13s. in the pound.

ITon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Which
vou have had merely to borrow.

The Premier: But you did not have to
find it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Ther~
would have been no difficulty in finding it.
Our credit in London was so good that we
were told we had only to ask for monev to
get it. Tn my time it was frequently said,
“See Lord Glendyne and get what yon
want.” Even the present Government boasts
from one end of the country to the other
that they can get all the money they want,
their eredit is so good. That, of course, is
quite right.

The Premier: We are not going to borrow
ten millions or twenty millions, thaugh.

And those figures ar»
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Xo, you
want only 4% millions per annum. Much
of the advances I have quoted went into rev-
enne. Where is it now? Then we have thia
year, and have bad last year and for six
months of the previeus year, £350,000 per
annum on which we are not paying London
sinking fund. Of course, we have the right
to u-~e if, and we have used it.

The P'remier: Ts that so? Tt is not shown
in the figures.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: You have
not a bean of it left. Every possible fund s
overdrawn, as I have shown.

The Premier: You have not shown any-
thing of the kind.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Here is
the Premier’s own publication. If you want
the thing, just get the “Gazette” of the 15th
May, and here you are: General Loan Fund
£1,382214 ; Consolidated Revenue Fund
£668,787 ; Treasury Bonds Redemption
£4,056; Expenditure in Suspense £14,710;
Advanees £613,534. There i1s not a bean
left, except the £209,000 which is at eredit in
banks here. It isail here. The Premier shonld
not deceive the publie, but should admit th~
facts. As I said before, the Premier and I
had a little discussion in the papers abous
finance, We usnally do from time to time.
T met a friend of mine to-day. He re-
marked, “Here you are. You say one thing,
and Mr. Collier says another, Whom is onc
to believe?’” Then he seemed to think he
onght to say he helieved me, and so he saia
it. The public ought to realise that when
we engage in such a discussion we do not
manufacture fizures, We take the figures
from the public returns over the signature
of the Premier. If the people wounld but
take the “Gazette” and see the figures, they
would know that we had taken our figures
from the public returns.

The Premier: That £2,700,000 of your
deficit as against my £400,000 T took from
the publie returns.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: You had
two millions more than I had in my last
year, and vet vou increased the defieit.

The Premier: The hon. member had two
millions more in his last year than in his
first year.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: And [
reduced the delieit by €440,000, whereas you
inereased it. The Premier knows full well
that the Government with which he was pre-
viously eonnected started the defieit. Yeou

doring the discu-sion he merely published
the defieit that occurred in my first year and
said nothing about the lezacy leit me by my
predecessors. That is not like him, nor it is
worthy of him.

The Premier: But you were a member of
the previous Govermment.

Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, for
11 months after the deficit started. I was a
member of the Government in 1916-17 for
11 wonths, Let the Premier say the wors*
he vcon, by all means, but let him say i
fairly.

The Premier: It is because your figures
show s0 badly that you are so cross,

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: No, i
is not, I started with a deficit of nearly
£700,000, reduced it to £220,000, and if T
instead of the Premier had been in office [
would have had it muck lower to-day than
it is. I onee snid we ought to charge interest
on works under construction. The Premier
said “No.” That was in my last year, but
he himself took it into aeccount in the follow-
ing vear.

Mr. Laithan:
good.

Hon. Sir JAMES M1TCHELL: To bring
the deficit from £686,000 to £220,000 is some-
thing to be prond of. The Premier should
endeavour to show that in my first years the
tinanees were as bad as ever they have been
and that T improved the position materially.
What straightening ont he himself did, he
didl by taking money that all other Govern-
ments had paid to the trustees in London.
At any rate, the present Government are
spending a good four millions more annually
than did the previous Government. If half
that sum were available it would keep 10,000
nmen going, and they in turn wounld keep
thousands of other men at work. But let us
see what other people, apart {from the Gov.
ernment, have been doing. In five years the
local authorities have borrowed £1,445,000,
about one-half of all that they owe. In my
five years they borrowed only £397,000. So
to-day a million more of money borrowed by
the local authorities goes in wages. Then the
State Savings Bank deposits have increased
by two millions, due to inecreased interest
rates and to the fact that we now take only
a limited amount. That, ton, T <uppose i~
up the spout. The ordinary banks’ advances
have increased by £5,420,000 during the past
five vears. That money has gone into eir-
culalion. employving people, just as has the

He tuasted it and found it



[30 JuLy, 1929.] ) 35

extra million horrowed by the local authori-
ties. Yot despite all these amounts we have
men unemployed at the present time. What
will happen during the next five years,
when these moneys are npot available!
The local authorities will not be able to go
on borrowing as they have been doing, be-
vause they will not be ahle to pay for the
wmoney. Also it is unlikely that the ordinary
banks will continue to advance as they have
heen doing during the past five years. The
hanking figures are most illuminating. In
the period 1919-24 the deposits in the banks
incrersed by £2,320,000 and reached a total
of £13,122,000. The advances during that
period totalled £11,656,000, or an increase

of £1,240,000 during my five vears,
and then the State was providing for
itself, Its deposits were uvearly £1,000,000

more than the advances. But the posi-
tion has altered. Since 1924 the deposits
have inereased by only £814,000, but the ad-
vances have increased by £5,420,000 as I
have shown. It has been said that the hanks
have not been advancing money. Through-
out the history of the State they have never
advanced money so freely. If we add to
that the inereased production of wealth,
which means about £9,000,000 a year—I
know the member tor BEast Perth (Mr. Ken-
neally) does not agree with this—it is of
very great conseguence. At the meeting held
in the Town Hall last night, the member for
Fast Perth said that increased produection
was nol a way out of the diffienlty. We
cannot get out of our troubles withont
money, and it is very much better to pro-
duce it than to borrow it, as wealth pro-
duced here goes very much further than
money borrowed because it stays here,

Mr, Withers: You would not favonr using
horrowed money for nnproductive works as
was suggested by another speaker last night ¥

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of course
not.

Mr. Withers: Someone suggested it, but
not the member for East Perth.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The mem-
ber for East Perth, on his argument last
night, would say that the increased produc-
tion of wealth amounting to about £9,000,000
a year is not an advantage, Of course it is
an advantage; if is an enormous sum, That
total, of course, ineludes manufactures
which have increased by a considerable
amount during the last few years. All those
amounts have been available and have been
used. I am merely dealing with increases
and with the amounts now available to em-

ploy peojrle that were not available five years
azo. May I say, too, that the cost of pro-
duction has some influence upon unemploy-
ment. The cost of production is made up
largely of taxation, interest and wages,
Wages, again, have increased as a result of
the tarifl. People cannot now live on the
amount that was once sufficient for them.
They are not as well off on the wages they
are receiving to-day as they were on the
wages of 1913. 'Of course the people have
to live and they have to pay through the
nose for everything they want. I do not
know how the people on the basic wage man-
age to make both ends meet, especially if
they do their duty in the world. At the Pre-
miers’ Conference the Prime Minister made
a speech in which he dealt with the cost of
production, but he did not say anything
that was very comforting. I think he rather
suggested that the Government would have
to increase taxation.

The Premier: Not I.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am re-
ferring to the Prime Minister, but he in turn
was referring fo Governments generally,
Now that the Premier has beer numbered
with the others, he has to share with Queens-
land, New South Wales and the other places
the decisions of that conference.

Mr, Withers: Queensland is out of date.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, it is
growing better. Let me quote figures show-
ing the value of production, the amount of

taxafiou and the percentage of taxation to
produetion as follows:—

Taxation
Production. Taxation. % of
Production.
1913 .. £221,000,000 £23,000,000 10.4
19923-24 .. £400,000,000 £71,000,000 17.8
1927-28 .. £450,000,000 £88,000,00¢ 19.6

That is an enormous percentage and the
marvel is that the people can stand it. While
production increased by £50,000,000, the
taxation increased by £17,000,000 or 33 per
cent. Taxation is growing worse all the
time, and something certainly will have to
be done to reduce it. If it be a fact that
one-fifth of our production is paid to Gov-
ernments by way of taxation, in addition to
the taxation of local authorities, cannot we
easily ealeculate what the taxation represents
to the farmer in the production of a bushel
of wheat? 1f it be one-fifth of the value of
the wheat, and wheat is 5s. a bushel, it is
easy to see that taxation must represent
1s. a bushel. I have not worked it out and
T do not know whether that would be the
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awonat, but if taxation be one-fifth of the
cost of producing wheat and other things,
it must 1s. per bushel with wheat at 3s.,
whick is an impossible tax. As we in West-
ern JAustralia produce so much more wheat
per head than do the people of other coun-
tries, it can easily be seen thal we are pay-
ing tar too much by way ot taxation. The
tigure, however, should be carefully caleu-
lated. Feor the present 1 am taking omly
average Lgures. However, the question
should be viewed seriously, It would be
uniair if the State should have to make the
whele of the reduction of taxation, but the
State will certainly have to make some re-
duction and the Commonwealth will have
to make a great reduction. I believe it is
possible to keep the factories of Australia
going on a very much lower tariff than is at
present imposed, and if the tariff were
lowered the volume of trade would increase.
On goods manufactured in the Eastern
States and shipped to us we in this Stafe
pay at least £2,000,00¢ a year more than
we would pay it it were not for the tariff.
Naturally the manufacturers take full ad-
vantage of that. Fancy £2,000,000 a year
for the privileze of buying goods manu-
faetured in the Eastern States! Notwith-
standing that, I am cerfain the farmer is
not a free trader; he is willing to pay a
fair thing. The present impost, however,
is not a fair thing, and something will bave
to be done to alter it. The trouble will in-
ctease when the burden is felt to the full,
as it st be felt when the reserves of the
people become exhausted by the paving of
heavy taxation. So far asx 1 know. therc
was no proposgl for relief sngzested at the
Premiers’ Conterence. [t was hinted that
there were avennes of taxation that had
not vet been exploited. It does nut matter
a jot whenee the taxes are derived, their im-
position must do harm. We may tax luxu-
ries in the shape of what a man smokes or
drinks or the necktie he wears, hut we ean-
not do it without inflicting a little harm
on everybody. It seems to me that in con-
sidering the burden of taxation we might
justly add the street collections in aid of
institutions and other aetivities. The street
eollections are really a tax imposed upon
the people. Altogether we are living in a
fool’s paradize. [t is impossible to with-
draw such large sums of money from use-
ful work without doing lasting damage. The
problem has to he tackled. People might

talk about u reductivn of the tariff, but we
here ¢can do nothing unless the agricultur-
isis—and the whole of the people of West-
ern MAustralia would be with them—are de-
termined that this high taxation shall not
conttinue, Hecently it seemed possible that
the price of wheat had fallen and would re-
wain down for a considerable time, If that
bud happened, then we should have had to
pay a greater Droportion of the 4s, than
we should pay of the 5s. in order {0 meet
our tax bill. Fortunately the rumours were
false and foodstuffs now seem to be in de-
mand. I believe foodstuffs will always be
in demand and that the demand will gradu-
ally tighten and that producers will get
even better prices. The world’s land is not
inerensing in extent, and the productivity
of the world’s land has not incresased, not-
withstanding all that seience is domng. IT
we turn to the figures we find that there has
been no increase in produectivity, althougi
seience has been engaged in endeavouring
to stimulate production during the last 30
vears. 8o it seems that the autlank for the
wheatgrower is fairly bright. Whatever
the price of wheat may be, however, we in
this country have to grow wheat and wool
and work our land because we are not a
manufacturing country. Our timber indus-
try is becoming less valuable each year, and
unless the Wiluna goldfield does something
for nining. omr mineral production must
eomtinue to decline. I think we ought to
tuke a pull and see if we cannot do with less
taxation and fewer street collections. The
unemployed have not been confined to the
¢ity, but are found throughout the agrieul-
tural distriets. \When they are walking
about without food to eat, the settlers have
to feed them and so it amounts to the same
thing—additionzl taxation. We have cer-
tainly spent loan money freely, but we have
hud enormous sums at our command and
even though we have g few more people in
the State than before, there has been quite
enough money to employ them, even if the
(Giovernment had had to shoulder the whole
responsibility for providing work for them.
However, it is not for the Government to
employ everyone. What we need is to in-
spire confidence in the future nnd encour-
age enterprise. I have shown that the want
of money was not the cause of unemploy-
ment.  Slow circulation of money, due to
want of confidence in the Government, is a
far more serigns matter than the amount of
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money available, When money becomes
stagnant or not quite so active as it has
been, it must he reflected in reduced trade,
reduced employment, and redneed activity
generally.

The Minister for Justice: There is no
want of confidence in this State.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But there
is a want of confidence in the Govern-
ment.

The Minister for Justice: No fear!

The Minister for Works: There may be
a want of eorfidence in the Opposition.

Mr. Clydesdale: The people applaud the
present Government.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I thank
the hon. member for that interjection. A
eertain section of the people applaud the
present Government, but it is the wrong
section. It is not the section that gave the
Government a mejority. It is a very small
section indeed that appland the Govern-
ment.

The Minister for Justice:
have confidence in the future.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Gov-
ernment cannet continue te sit in those
seats for long. Men ask how long have they
to remain in now?

Mr. Panton: Ten years.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Then the
State has to soffer in the meantime. There
are people who tell me they voted for
Labour on the previous occasion, but never
again. There is no donbt that the wrong
people applaud the present Government.
They are the people who want privilege, not
the people who want preference. Tt is
clear that special representation is a failure.
The member for Canning and other mem-
bers have been returned, but the people who
supported them are not getting the best
out of them because they are not filliny
seats on the Treasurv Bench.

My, Clydesdale: Even their worst was
better than some I know of.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I dare
8ay. Speeial representation is a failure.

The Premier: Do you say memhers on
the eross henches are special representa-
tives?

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They are
the representatives of the country people.

The Premier: Why are we speeial rep-
resentatives and those other members are
nott

All seetions

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Because
the Premier and his party are pledged to
ohey Cauneus.

The Premier: To what?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:; To so¢ial-
1sm. The Premier had something to say
about the Consultative Council, There is
no caucus about that. No Government can
successfully control affairs under amy caun-
cus system. Whilst that form of controf
exists we are bound to bave trouble and
unemployment. We have it in the words
of Joban Bright:—*“No one leading, no one
vielding, and only chacs.” That must be
so as long as anyone is under caucus rule,
and can tell the Premier and his Ministers
what to do.

Mr. Clydesdale: But he will never do it
when you tell him.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: John
Bright was referring to the position of a
pulitical party in England,  Whilst
this goes on men are starving, The Pre-
nier is not able to do his best under this
system, and will never be able to do it. The
mewber for Forrest referred to Italians.
Our own people ought to have such work
as is available. Of course, some Italians
hiave heen here inany years and are really
British subjeets. | am referring to those
who have just come to the country.

Mr. Withers: They did not enter into the
picture, according to the member for For-
rest.  She was not dealing with the old-cs-
tahlished Southern Europeans,

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
she was referring to the new arrivals, as
I am doing. It is only inconvenient now
to have them here, because we have no em-
ployment for them. Beyond that, no one
ohjects to them. Tn my own distriet not
wany sleepery are now being cut, but many
thousands were cat and stacked at Spencer’s
Brook, as members who attend the Northam
races know.

Miss Holman : Sleepers are still heing cut
on private property at as low as 253, a
load.

Hon., Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Those
sleepers were cut for the Government by
their own contractor, and at prices at which
white men could not make tucker. One
man, an Australian, came from Bunbury
and called to see me. Those sleepers were
eni for the Government.

Miss Holman: No.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Fully 90 per ecent. of
them were cut by foreigners,
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The Premier: No. That is another of
your reckless statements,

Mr. J. H. Smith: Tt is not a reckless
stutement. 1 will prove it.

The Premier: You eannot prove it. Yon
Just taik, and leave it at that.

Hon. Sir JAMES JMITCHEL):: The
sleepess at Spencer's Brook were used for
Giovernment railways. They were cut on
private property by a Government contrac-
tuir who employed Italian labour.

The I'remier: How long ago was that?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It must
be a year or so ago since they were cul.
The Railway Department will be able to tell
the Premier. They were cut and stacked
long before they were needed. Sinee then
they have been moved ont to new railways,
probably to Wiluna, They must have run
into a lot of money. When the Govern-
ment had all that work done they should
have seen to it that only our own people
were allowed to do it

The Premier: For the last two years iL
bus heen a condition of all Government con-
tracis that onky our own people should be
emyployed.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It can-
not huve been long ago, because the Gov-
ernment would not have ent sleepers two or
three vears ahead of requirements.

The Premier: We have had supplies for
two years on hand for a good while,

Hon. ®ir JAMES MITCHELL: Those
sleepers were cut by Italians,

Mr. Panten: Was the contractor an Ita-
lian*

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: I should
any not. Np doubl the sleepers were cut al
a reduced price.  The member for For-
resl referred to the matter on Thursday.

Miss Holman: The Government have not
laken any contract sleepers cut by foreign-
ers Yor more than two years,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHEILL: I fail to
see how the hon, member can know about
this ense, beciuse the sleepers were cut in
the Tondyuy electorate,

Me f M. Smith: Not two years ago.

The Prender: That is not so.

Me. J. 1 Smith: All right.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I sug-
west that the Premier and the hon. mem-
Ler should settle the matter outside. T have
shown what money the Government had,
what advances were niade, what the loeal
authorific< have donme, and what the in-
¢reased wealth produetion has been durin:
the past five vem=; mt there has been un-

ciuployinent all the time. I have a little:
1o ==y about the men who are out of work.
I do not kinow why in this free eountry =
man shoulit have to buy a Government job
Ly taking oul a nuion ticket. Why can he
not he picked up wherever work exists with-
out Jwing sent to places where there are
Govivumtut or union official<!  People have
Lbeen sent troin Nertham to erth fur em-
ployment. Theie were some men at Kulja.
They had buill the line theve and appaventhy
had done execellent work. Another job was
eowming along, and they waited six weeks
for it. [ saw some of them, and they told
me they all had to go to Porth to look for
a job. That was neither right nor reason-
able. The mwn who had served the Gov-
ernment well on this railway work shoull
have been given u chance to do similar
work. There were men at Meeckatharra to
whom the same thing applied. Cthers were
sent from Perth to do railway work there.
I have a letter and a petition from Pember-
ton signed by 83 men who had been em-
ploved by the Publir Works Department.
The letter is addressed to the member for
Nelson  (Mr. J. H. Smith) asking  him
to do what he could to get work for them.
Tn these three cases the men ought to have
had work, but did net get it. T saw the other
day that the marriage lines of men were he-
ing demanded hefore they could get work in
Perth from the Labour Burern. We do not
see the worst of the business in the city.
Many who go into the country looking for
work have almost worn the hoots off their
feet. Thev are genminely seeking for em-
ployment. Their clothes are shabby and
often they have to sleep in the bush or in
some shed. It is a pitiful business and we
ought to try to eure it.

The Minister for Railways: If it were
cured within a8 week, how long would the
cure last.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It will
be eured permanently when there is a change
of Government.

The Minister for Railways: Within a fort-
night 30,000 more men would come from the
Fastern States.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Theve
are 120,000 people here from the Eastern
States. Tt is the firsi lime the (GGovernment
have said they do not want men from the
East.

The Minister for Railways: We do not say
we do not want them, but not now.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister looked as if hie did not want them. The
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cure for the whole thing is work. Everyone
should work, Ministers, members, employers
and all.

Mr. Clydesdale. You nad a rough time
when you were in office.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No.

Mr. Clydesdale: The position was worse
then than it is now.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1f cvery-
one worked to his full ecapaecity, thers would
be employment for these people. If every-
one did his best and no one shirked,
there would be enough work for
everybody. Men mnust have work ov be fed.
They ought not to he allowed to heg as they
are doing now, At the Town Hall last night
a meeting dealt with the whola question. If
is not necessary to have a meeting to inform
the Governmenti of what is happening. They
have been told fyvom time to Lime, ‘The
member for East Perth (Mr. Kenneally)
does not agree with me. 1 think work is the
only solution of the trouble, but it iz no good
working unless something 15 beine produced.
He said that more production wonld not
throw off unemployment. I maintain that
it would, for it would mean more money and
much greater activity.

Mr. Sleeman : What did the reverend
gentleman say?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: He was
decidedly unkind. He suggested the Premier
should practice some economy. 1 think he
said that until we conld cure this unemploy-
ment members should make a cut in their
own salaries.

Mr. Sleeman: What did the other rever-
end gentleman say?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: | know
the one the hon. gentleman refers to. It was
not a charitable thing to suggest.

Mr. Withers: Not in the cireumstances.

Hon, Sir JAMBS MITCHELL: A great
deal was said at the meeting, and I hope
some good will vome of it. In the same
paper there is a statement by Mr. Gullett,
He says that work and produetion will cure
the whole thing, and that men must work.
I the tariff is kept on the pecople who de-
rive a benefit from it must do their best
to supply their goods at a cheaper price
than at present. Manufacturers shonld not
take advantage of the tariff as they do.
That ought to be made clear to all con-
cerned.  Everyone who enjoys the advantage
of that protection must do more work for
it, and must supply their goods under more
favourable conditions. Probably some of

our legislation, though it may have been
passed with every good intention, has had
an effeet upon the position. In connection
with the sleeper business, the State Insur-
ance Office charges a £20 per cent. preminm.
I believe the private companies charge £23
per cent. Not many sleepers will be sold
while those rates exist. South Africa, which
has Leen one of our largest cumstomers, is
now using steel sleepers, and if it goes
on doing so we shall lose that trade. Our
timber is very valuable, and it does not
matter very much whether we sell it now
or not, except that in our virgin forests the
timber is fully matured, and will deteriorate
by keeping. This premium is a big load
to put upon the industry.

The Minister for Works: 1 am afraid
from what I saw that the overseas markef
has already gone.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No. I
we load sleepers with a charge of 20 per
cent. insurance, we cannot expect to sell
them, for it means so much added to their
cost.

The Minister for Works: It is not 20
per cent. added to the eost of the sleeper.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1t is 20
per cent. on to the wages.

The Minister for Works:
was added to the sleepers.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That
adds to the cost of the sleeper in the same
proportion.

Mr. J. H. Swith:
toad,

1Ton. SBir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, an
the buyer has to pay it; or, if he will no:
pay it, we lose the sleeper trade.

The Minister for Works: The rate i~
largely due to the foreigners now in the in-
dustry.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
foreigners are responsible for this rise, they
onght not to be insured, and in faect ought
not to be in the industry. If the rise is dne
to the foreigners, the Minister ought to see
to it that there are two rates of insurance—
one for South BEuropeans and ome for our
own people,

The Minister for Works: If foreigners
were not employed, there would be no
necessity for puiting up rates. The State
mills ave not costing any more for insuranee,
simply because they do not employ foreign-
ers.

You said it

About 9~ or 10s. per
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Hen, Hir JAMES MITCHELL: There w
the disadvantage of the State trading with
the pnblic. The other pevple, who were en
gaged in the industry before the State came
on the secne, are eutitled to the same pro-
tectivn, 'The Mini-ter has employed foreigu-
ers, and I am sure the State mills are buying
siegpers from them to-day. If the Minister
for Works as Mr. MeCallum took a eontrac!
to supply sleepers, he wounld be ovliged to
insare his en; and the eheapest rate would
be that of £20 per cent. charged by the State
lnsurance Oliiee.

Mr. Withers: That is a good advertise.
ment for State msurance.

Hon Sir JAMES MITCHELL: As Mr
MeCallum he would have to pay £20 per
cent. insurance.

The Premier: XNo, because he would not
einploy foreigners, and thereforc the rate
would not be so high.  The high rate is
necessitated because of the foreigners in the
mdustry.

Ton, Sir JAMES MITCHBLL: 1t is the
commnon rate, and it would have to be paid
by Mr, MeCallum individually,  The posi
lion is monstrousty nnfair to the people en-
waged in the indnstry previously.

The Minister for Works: The State mills
have not found their rate increased, simply
hecan w they do not employ foreigners.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: In any
ense, the rate is £20 per cent. Tn fact, it
almost secems as if oo one knows what the
Ntute mills rate is. 1 do not, and the Min.
ister does not. 1t is perfeetly true that we
had considerable profits from the State Saw-
mills, and that they were well managed dur-
ine the reign of Mr. George; but we lost on
other State concerns as much as we made
from the State Sawmills, and even more.

Tlie Premier: Whose fault was that, then?
Was that George’s fault?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T refer
to the Wyndham Meat Works and other con-
eorns,  Just about the time the last Wilson
Ministry eame inte office the gains on the
Gtate Shipping Serviee and on the State
Sawmills approximatelv met the losses on
the other State trading concerns. However,
there is a very different tale to tell to-dav
regarding those ventures. But we are di+-
enssing means of finding employment. I
bank on the words “Work by everybody,”
and I mean Ministers and everybody else.
Without that, there can be no improvement
in the position. There must be reduced taxa-

tion and e.onvmy in administration.  We
wiust get value for our money—not spendiny
less ntoney, but getting more for what we
spend. There mu-t be reduced eost of pro-
durtion and increaed production of wealth,
As wages can unly he puid from wealth
pioduced or money borrowed, everybody wiil
revognise that it is much hetter to produce
wralth— diyg it out of the =uil, or get it frowm
the timber torests or mines- than borrow it,
nuad repay it with interest. I set out to deal
with the question of unemployment in the
lope that something might he done. It has
been sugeested that a deputation wait upon
the Premier.

AMr. Panton: 1 notice vou are to be one
of the deputationists.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, [
will rock it in.

Mz, Clydesdale: like people used to rock
it in to you,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes,
every time, and particularly in regard to
shop betting, 1 do not knuw whether 1 ean
be of any use to the Government. If I can
g, I am at their disposal.

Mr. Withers: If you remain where you
are, you will be of use te them.

The I’remier: You have something to say
that will be a great deal wore useful than
what was said last night.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Especi-
ally by Mr. Kenneally. The glosing of Whit:
Cily unight lelp employment a litile, and
I congratulate the Government on havinyr
closed the place.

Mr. Withers: You did not close it; you
opened it

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I merely
opened it. One sees the smallness of somne
menthers. I put a fence round the place
and handed it over {o the Silver Chain and
the Uyly Men. Thosze who eame to see me
fooked like rvespectable men,  Tley were
rauning their show on the land heliind the
Snpreme Court long hefore T had anything
to do with the matter., They had to be
moved [roin that position berause they made
too much noise. We sent them to wher:
White City i~ now, The gentlemen who
enme to see me on the subjeet looked highly
respectable.  They said they ran perfeetly
inoffensive gambling devices and used the
maney for leritimate purposes, They also
said that no one eot anything out of it, all
of them heing honorary workers, and tha*
the whole affnir was highly respectable. I
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know very well that gambling will never be
put down. [ kuow that all down the ages
churches have gambled at bazaars, for in-
stanee, through the mediam of guessing the
number of peas in a bottle. I have never
pretendod to think that moderate gambling
is a min. But when it comes to wholesale
gamhbling, or such vambling ag that at White
Uily, it is quite another matter. The Min-
ister fov Justice comes in here, At Nor-
thamm we bPad a White CGity—I think an
hon. member of another place had some-
thing to do with the affair—in aid ol
the building of 4 local trades hall,
The people concerned had bought a black
of land on which to eveet the hall.  They
ran this White ity business and got £1,500
hy it. Thereupon they scld the block of
land, and that is the last we heard of the
matter. Still, that is not the point. The
point is that another man thought he too
would have a gamble at Northam, and
apened up his show, with the result that
the police promptly prosecuted him and he
was fined £20, One set of people are al-
lowed to earry on this business and make
£1,500, but this poor fellow had to get out
minns £20. He went to Boulder, where [
understand a White City is still flourishing.
Yifforts were made to stop him there too.
However, the Fresh Air League had hired
his gear, and they were determined that
they would not be stopped so long as the
other show went on.

Mr. Withers: The man whoe was fined
at Northam is far away from Western Ans-
tralia to-day.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELIL: Suvely
the eountry is not doing justice in prosecu-
ting one man for running such an enter-
prise while other people are allowed to go
free. I do not know where the funds taken
by the other people went, but I do know
that they were allowed to carry on agninst
the law whilst the other fellow was proseeu-
ted. That is not fatr.

The Premier: The one was an adventurer
out to make profits for himself. The others
were helping a public concern,

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Nothing
ol the kind. T should like an inquiry into
White City, as to where the funds have
Fane,

The Promier: When you were in office,
all forms of gambling were going on there.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Hon.
members opposite do wrong and then say,

*“Oh, you did it.”” What miserable erities
they ave who cannot stand by their own
acts. They had five years of it. White -
City in our time was never the gambling
heli it was under the Labour regime.

Mr. Clydesdale: The gambling there was
five times as much in your time,

Ton, Sir JAMES MITCIIELL: The hon,
mentber should know, because bhe was one
vt Lhe people allowed to operate there. 1le
uwmey that was nceounted for in my time
wuy have been more than the money ae-
counted for since, but that is quite anothe.-
matter.

The I'remier:
that!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is a
poor old thing when the pecople cannot
stand hy what they do.

Mr. Panton: I am afraid yoo sel some
very bad examples in your time.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL  Maybe.

Mr. Pantoen: That is, from what I can
hear.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
never been allowed to forget any of my
weaknesses. When I endeavoured to meet
the wishes of hon. members who sit oppo-
site, I acted mistakenly, because my doing
them good turns has given them opportuni-
ties ever since to behave as they are behav-
ing to-night. It is uscless, of course, to
expect remembrance of good turns. I heard
a story of how Mr, Brown was told that
Mr. Smith had said something against him.
whereupon Mr. Brown replied, *‘ Well, I am
not eonseious of ever having doune Smith u
wood turn.” T have not much more to say,
hecause there will be an opportunity to deal
with all other matters, necording to the Pre-
mier’s promise, by the end of Augnst. |
hope that by then we shall know something
of what is to happen with the 3,500 fnrms
wcheme, whether the Federal (iovernment
are going fo help or not. I hope by then
we shall know what the Government pro-
pose to do regarding unemployment, By the
way, I should like to learn from the Minis-
ter for Mines something about the conees-
sions granted in the Kimberleys. I notice-
that concessions of as mueh as 5,000,000
acres have been granted there for mining
purposes. That, of eourse, iz unusual. Tt
may be advisable to do it. There would be
some explanation, I suppose, that the land
was open to the publie, that everybody
had an equal opportunity to secure a per-

Thut is & poor old thing,
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mit, and, 1 suppose, thut the permits were
merely from year to year.

The Minister for AMines: The permits are
for one year only,

Hen. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I should
not think it would he much worth while to
grant a permit for one year. The conces-
sions are & long way from here, and work
can be done only during certain seasous.

Mr. Thomson: I presume that if a man
showed his bona fides, his coneession would
he renewed.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I would
ask the Minister if other men can go there
to search for precious minersls.

The Minister for Mines: The land has
been there for a hundred vears, and no
one has gone there.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We have
bad prospectors in the Kimberleys.

The Minister for Mines: Not where these
men have been.,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 refer
to the Kimberleys.

The Minister for Mines: I am not lock-
ing up land in the Kimberleys.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
know that the Minister could do so under
the provisions of the law. We should have
some more information about this matter.
T hope the people who get these concessions
will find something of value and that their
efforts will lead to more work.

The Minister for Mines: I hope so; they
will have to look for it, otherwise they will
lose thelr concessions.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They
will not find much if they are merely to put
four men on a concession.

The Minister for Mines: Who said that?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That was
the stalement that appeared in the Press.

The Minister for Mines: I did not see
that.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: How
many men will they be required to putona
concession? If the Minister tells us, we shall
he informed on the subject. With reference to
railways the constroetion of which has been
authorised, T hope those lines will he built
very soon. The Yarrnmony railway, iu
which the member for Aven (JMr. Griffith-)
is s0 interested, has been promised for a
lonz time. Tt was first promised by the
Premier in 1911,  Lahour succeeded at that
eleption and the line should have heen huilt
then.

The Premier: I do not think I promised
it then.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, I
remember the promise well, and the Pre-
mier bas promised the same thing since.
There are many other matters coneerning
which I desire information and which I shall
have an opportunity to discuss within the
next month. In the meantime I hope the
Premier wil] furnish me with the informa-
tion I sought this afternoon regarding sol-
dier seitlement finnnce. Let uws face the
guestion of unemployment which is the maost
seripus that confronts us now, We must
all do what we ean to overcome it. If haw
been suggested that it i3 a non-party ques-
tion, but that ean hardly be so in that the
result bas heen largely due to party man-
agement. On the other hand, we can all in-
sist, as far as we ave ahle to do so, upon
all assistance being given to the Govern-
ment to solve the problem, if they will only
take our adviee.

The Premier: There are six non-Labour
Governments and they are all faced with
the same trouble.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: What
have we to do with the Government iu
Queensland, for instance, where Labour was
in office until quite recently? There have
heen Labour Governments in other States
until recently, but what has that to do with
us? We have our own duties to perform,
and I object to the Premier associating him-
self with others in the guestion of the gov-
ernment of the State. Our duaties are
here, not elsewhere. We are not responsible
for the government of Queensland. The
Premier himgelf repudiated the Queensland
Labour Government and said he should not
be vespopsible for them. T bave nothing
further to add except to express the hope
thnt our people will he found work or else
fed,

On motion by Mr. Thomson, debate ad-
Journed.

House adjourned at 8.35 pm.




